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midft of moft of them, if not all; the force of their 
Fail argued, them to fall from a great Height. Thefe 
are the Circumftances have yet occurr’d; next Week 
wh n f go to Snowdon, I may chance to find the N g<n- 
nb g of this Hail, at leaft trace it as far as the Sea • and’ 
pert taps you may hear further of it out of Tork (hire, 
beyond 'fork , towards Eurroughlrigg , and Rippon, 
VVhat 1 sake to be mod extraordinary in this Phenome¬ 
non is, that fuch a fort o Vapours fhould continue un- 
difperft for fo long a Tracf, as above fixty Miles toge¬ 
ther, and in all the way of its Paflage occafton So extra¬ 
ordinary a Coagulation and Congelation of the vvatry 
Clouds, as to encreafethe Hail-ftonesto fb vaft a Bulk in 
fo fhort a Space as that of their Fall. 

Tears, &c. 


V. Part of another Letter , Dated May r. gi- 
ing a larger Account of the fame Hail- 
Storm. 

B Ecaufeyou will ftrortly hear a Report of a prodigious 
Hail-Storm, that fell in our part of this Country 
on Thurfday laft,between Three and Four a Clock in the 
Afternoon, I will hailily hint fomething of the matter 
to you, left your feif and acquaintance fhould think it 
fabulous. We had only the extreme Skirt of the Show¬ 
er here, and there fell not above a Hundred Halftones 
in cur Court, but they were much larger and harder 
than the oideft of us had feen : A Gentlewoman fent 
for one into the Houfe, and found it by Meafbre to be 
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about five Inches about. I was bufied a while in my 
S:udy, to preserve fome Papers from an expe&ed Wet, 
one of the Stones having fbiver’d a part of my Weft- 
Window, but no Rain fucceeded the Fall of the Had. 
Then I went down and viewed the Garden and Court, 
and found the Stones had fallen at good diftances one 
from another, and that they were melting very faff, 
the Weather being very hot, fcarce any of them was 
lo little as a Mufquet Bullet, but moft of them far big¬ 
ger, and of that F.gure. In a little time comes my 
Servant from Bcotle-Mill, wherein he was during the 
Shower, and tells us a dreadful Story, what a Noile the 
Hail made upon the Slates there ; and how the Sea 
Item’d to be rtfen to an unwonted Heigth, and to bear 
the Appearance of a Wood. So they concluded that 
either the Mill would be beaten down upon their Heads, 
or the Sea overflow the Land and drown them ; nor 
durft they leave their Covert, for fear of being wound¬ 
ed by the Hail. When the Storm was over, he (a id, he 
view’d the Hail-ftones, and found them as big as Poot- 
Eggs. He toid us many Sea-Fowl and Land-Fowl were 
killed; that he Caw the one he dead at a diftance, the 
other in his return home; and as an Inftance of it, he 
took up a Sea-Swallow on Bootle-Marfh , whole Wing 
was broken with an.Icy Pellet,and brought her home. 
Confidering that the Storm came from the North-Weft, 
and that it was juft fpent w'hen thofe Stones fell here, I 
thought there was fume Ground for my Servants Story; 
upon which I mounted and r»d towards the Grounds 
which hid fhared more in it. When I came to Bootle, 

1 faw Jane Mutches Windows ill batter’d ; and a little 
further at the Spings, Tho. Afcroft , who with a Maid 
was drawing Thatch, told me, the young Woman was 
knock’d down with a Haii-iione; !he confirm’d his 
Word, andadded, as file was runningto the next Houle 
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for Shelter, her Hat fell off, and a Hail-Rone that hit 
her behind the Ear made her tumble. Thence I went 
to William Haljals oi Linaker, and found the Storm 
Had been as violent there; William was in his Barn 
when it began, and told me, when he (aw two or three 
of the fsrit Stones fail, he thought feme young Wantons 
had been throwing Eggs. 1 law what Breaches of 
Thatch it had made upon his Barn, what Boughs it had 
broke oil from bis Apple Trees; and what Wounds the 
Hail-ftones had made in the green Brow by his Houfe ; 
I meafured feveral of the Holes, and found them gene¬ 
rally an Inch deep, and feme an Inch and Half. He 
told me, the great Stones foil lb violently into the Marl- 
Pit befides his Houfe, that Spout of Water role a Yard 
and Half high. Tibs unridlcd my Man’s Story, that 
the Sea appear’d like a Wood. I refted a full Hour at 
William Hdfal's , where feme Neigbours came in and 
told doleful Stories of the Effe&s of the Hail; how 
fendry Teams of Horfes ran Wood, as they teon it, up¬ 
on the Strokes of the Hail; and had broke Carts and 
Ploughs. I remember the Infbnce of James Williamfon, 
who married Edw. Butler's Daughter. A little before 
I remounted, a Man calls there from Sephton , and a- 
mong iiis Hiftories gives this Inftance, That a certain 
Ferfon was knock’d off his Horfe by the Hail, over a- 
gainft the Brick-houfe ( Darwins ) which is next to Bri¬ 
an Fleetwood's , but that he prefently got up again, and 
pur feed his Horfe. When I came home late in the E- 
vening, I heard more News, Dr. Tarleton brought Ti¬ 
dings from Ormskirk, that Four Pounds Damage was 
done to the Inn (Mr. Gleafl of Leverpool owner) where 
he tet up; and that he tcok up Hail Hones as big as 
Duck-Eggs upon Auphton Common in his return hither. 
And Mr. Shepherd our School*mafler happen’d then to 
be at Sephton to (hoot young Rooks, anti was with 
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another at the Ale-houfe on the fide of the Church¬ 
yard ; who proiefles to me, upon the Fal! of 
the Hail, the Church-yard feenvd to them as ftrew’d 
with Duck-Eggs. He fays, Darwins Wife weighed a 
Hail-ftone brought in by Mr. Letham, which amounted 
to full half a Pound : And that Mr. Peter Morton (Bro¬ 
ther to the Bifhop of Kildare) being a little way from 
the Hall of Sephton, where he and his Sifters dwell, 
puii’d down his Hat hard upon his Head to fave his Face, 
and down comes a Stone and tears the Brim from the 
Crown, lb far, that Mr. Shepherd could have put his 
whole Hand through the Hole. This Morning 
comes our conftant Butcher, from Ormsk/rk , 
and tells Mr. Richmond and me, he would not un¬ 
dertake to repair the Glafs broke by the Storm in that 
Town for Sixty Pounds ; and that he was with Dr.Tarle- 
ton when G lead’s Windows were all to the Weft beaten 
in, and the Tiles off the Houle. He adds, that Mr. Bar¬ 
ton the Apothecary there, and Mr. j fa. Farrer , weigh¬ 
ed two Hail-ftones, w’hich came to Three Quarters of 
a Pound a piece. This Morning Rich. Taylour of lnce 
came to Mr. Richmond for his Taxes, and affirms, That 
William Fleetwood and Rich. Rofe, had either of them a 
Horfe knock’d down in the Plow, and Fleetwood’s Man 
fell at the fame time; the Hail being t^ere part as big 
as Duck, and part as Goofe-Eggs. In Crosly, fome 
Beads were knock’d down. One Jo. Holland was found 
dead in Skirmjdale after the Shower, but whether by 
the Hail or Lightning (for it came w'ith Thunder and 
Lightning 1 have not yet heard). I now ftep back to a 
Dome Hick Concern forgot before, remembring my 
Servant had told me of the Slaughter of Sea-Fowl, I 
had a mind to fend fome People to the Sea- 
fide for trial of the matter j but they told me 
it had been full Water at Six a Clock, and that the. 
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little Towns next the Sea would furely have pick’d them 
up; a S' we hear they did by Buihels; but they would 
be the firft at the next Mornings Tide. They rid out 
early, and bfought in feven fort of Fowls, as Curliew, 
Sea-Pye, Sea-Swallow , Gorre , and other we 
want Mimes for. And to give a rare Treat to 
fome Friend, we have this Day put them up in Pots, 
and let them in the Oven. Mrs. Mary Clayton, 
coming this way with her P reft on-Sifter and Mrs. Lang- 
ton , were a little while in the Shower before they got 
covert, and were fo beaten by it, that they could hard¬ 
ly turn them in their Beds next Morning ; they are now 
at Lever pool with their Bruifes plaftred. They could 
hardly pafs the Lanes for Baskets, Panniers, Sacks, and 
People, which the Horfes had thrown down in their 
return from Ormskirk Market. No Hail fell at Evert on ^ 
Loxohill, or Lever pool, the Storm ending near Walton < 
But there was fo thick a Darknefs before the Storm, 
that in Leverpool many People ran out of their 
Houies into the Street to look at the Face of the 
Sky, and it was marvellous dark here: Sim. Smith 
faith, the Stones that fell vxOrmskirk rebounded ma¬ 
ny of them two Yards high, fuch Force they fell with, 
and were fo compact. Many a broken Head and britif- 
ed Body there were; I have feen many of them, haft 
forbids more. 

Tours, &c. 


VI. Part 




